
 

 

Jenny Slaughter – Live Marking - Workshop hand-out 
 
An Overview of the Live Marking Session 
 
Using face-to-face marking can provide a timely and effective method to assess students. From a student’s perspective, it can provide 
immediate feedback and marks on a given activity; from a course leaders perspective it can provide an efficient and effective method of 
assessment. So, do you use, or would like to use, face-to-face marking in your course?  
 
Below is an example of practice from the School of Chemistry laboratories with the resources used during the session. The hope is that 
this provides some insight of how you might set up, implement and provide some quality assurance whilst using live marking. 
 
The strengths and weaknesses of the approach and things to be aware of are also outlined. 
 
If you want to implement something similar in your own teaching, or are already doing so, please use the forum below to share your 
queries, questions and good practice. 
 
If you want to contact me directly, please do so: jenny.slaughter@manchester.ac.uk 
 
A Description of the Assessment Activities in the Lab  
 
The following is an excerpt of information as given to the students 

All activities in the lab course are marked out of 100. 
 

Of the 6 reports you submit, the best 5 will be counted towards your final year mark. In total there is a maximum mark of 2500 for the laboratory 
course for the year. 

 
To pass you must achieve at least 40 % and complete all the laboratory reports. 

 
Failure to achieve 40 % overall in the practical course will result in failure of the whole year. 

 
It is not possible to progress to the next year unless the practical course has been passed. 
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Your marks and feedback will be collected and returned to you each week. 
 

You will be assessed at three points, before, during and after the laboratory each week; table 1 shows the components you will be assessed on and 
the weighting of these components: 

 
 
 
 

 
Table 1 Assessment criteria and weighs for experiments in the 2nd year Laboratory course 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Setting Feedback Expectations for Students  
 

The following is an excerpt of information as given to the students: 
 

 
Feedback will be provided each week, both verbally and recorded on Blackboard. {Instructions for accessing the online feedback are provided with 

links to help pages for students} 
 

If you have trouble accessing the online feedback, let the lab convener know. 
 
 

All the feedback should help you to understand why a particular mark was given, and how you could improve your performance and achieve higher 
marks in the future. 

 
 

You should use the feedback to improve your performance. 
 
 

Remember that feedback is a two-way process; it’s only useful to you if you read it and act upon it. 
 
 
  



 

 

Mark Scheme Covering in Laboratory Assessment for Year 2 

  



 

 

A SWOT Analysis of Live Marking 

 


